APPENDIX A

PIERRE/DM&E RAILROAD OPEN HOUSE MEETING
COMMENTS & SIGN-IN SHEETS
JUNE 14, 2006



ONE COMPANY
I-DR l Many Solutions™ M e mO

To:  Terry Keller & Tim Bjorneberg, SDDOT

From: HDR Project Pierre/DM&E Rail Crossings
CC: File

Date: 06/19/06 JobNo: NH 2014(11)229 PCN 00T6

RE: Comment Cards from Open House Number 1 - June 14, 2006
As of June 14® 2006, we have received 19 comment cards regarding the above referenced project. Following
is a highlight of comments received:

1.) For the Grade Separated option at the “S” curve

s Keep the underpass open — avoid a tight, closed in feeling for the crossing.

» Underpass will be least disruptive — will not block view — do not build a vehicle over crossing
e Build no matter results of the DM&E

¢ All options must consider access to hospital

* Recelved two cards requesting review of a grade separated crossing at Monroe instead of the “S”
Curve.

e Consider impacts to adjacent land when laying out options.

2.) Pierre must have more than two grade separated crossings. Do not rule out Poplar Street as an option.
(Received four comments regarding additional grade separated crossings)

3.) Received three comment cards giving positive feedback regarding “whistle free” crossings. One of
the cards asked to include entrance to Farm Island in the “whistle free” study.

4.) Received one comment requesting constructing an elevated rail through Pierre.

5.) Received four cards requesting the By-Pass around Pierre. (Construct the rail line over the dam)
6.) A request to keep Pleasant Street open

7.) One request to include the Highway 14/34 intersection in Ft. Pierre in the study.
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RECEIVED JUN 2 0 7qge

WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK! What are your concerns? What do you feel the SDDOT and
the consulting engineer need to take into account? What problems do you foresee? Please submit your

comments before June 28, 2006 to:

Pierre/DM&E Railroad Crossings

HDR

ATTN: Steve Hoff, P.E.

6300 So Old Village Place, Suite 100
Siowux Falls, SD 57108
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RECEIVED JUN 22 2006
Pierre/DM&E Railroad Crossings

WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK! What are your concerns? What do you feel the SDDOT and
the consulting engineer need to take into account? What problems do you foresee? Please submit your
comments before June 28, 2006 to:

| HDR

| ATTN: Steve Hoff, P.E.

‘ 6300 So Old Village Place, Suite 100
‘ Sioux Falls, SD 57108
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RECEIVED JUL 14 2006

Joan Trautner

From: "dacotah” <info@dacotah biz>
To: <news@capjournal.com>
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 1:47 PM

Subject: letter to paper

Trains Should Take the Low Road

At the meeting held by the DOT June 14, 2006,

people arrived expecting information, instead they were asked for

opinions and ideas on the rail-crossings. At short notice, very few

attendees were able to offer well thought out ideas. If this was the purpose of
the meeting,

why wasn't it announced in advance?

The drawings on display, only offered the "car goes under the tracks" solution.
There was not the option of the train going under the existing roadways
presented.

Why not? In many European cities, trains do indeed travel through

highly populated

urban areas. The train tracks are cut into the ground, with high retaining walls
on either side \

where necessary. Trains travel below the sight-line, though not underground,
reducing noise and

negative impact on the quality of life.

Why should the entire S curve need to be restructured, when the it should be the
trains, not the cars

passing underneath the existing the road? This is a low area and flooding is
bound to occur,

why should it be the people of Pierre who are forced to drive under the trains, and
be inconvenienced

if the area is flooded? I doubt that many residents would care if it was the train
that was not able to

pass due to flooding.

One of the proposed plans for a car underpass, displayed by the engineering
company, HDR, (which by the way, i am told, have a history of working for the
DM&E railroad, though this was not mentioned at the meeting),

had a provision for landscaping the cut away portion of the underpass. None of
this nonsense and expense would be necessary if there was a single or double
track running beneath the S curve and other crossings.

It is unlikely that planting a few shrubs on the sides of an elevated rail-bridge,
filled with open-topped coal filled cars, is going to reduce the drastic
environmental impact of these trains.

Lower the track beginning after the river bridge and run the trains through town

6/20/2006
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on a low track level that would allow cars to pass easily above them, or with a
modified bridge over all existing crossing.

Why should the people of Pierre take the low road?

Does the railroad have the right of way at all the road junctions?

Has anyone asked the question, what will the trains be loaded with for the return
journey

from the east, back to Montana? Garbage, nuclear waste? What? It is unlikely
they will travel back empty.

The entire idea is completely insane, but obviously there is big money at stake,
though it seems that none

of it will filter into Pierre? The residents will be left with a divided and dirty town
and be obliged to

pay for it. If this project comes to fruition, designing for trains running below
sight level would

offer a solution that minimises the disruption. This works in London, Edinburgh,
New York, Rome,

Paris etc, etc.

Lynne Trautner
London, England
summer resident in-RPlerre

cc HDR
T
’«/“v — B )
(contact details not for publication)
224 4068

1609 Hilltop Drive
Pierre South Dakota
57501
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