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Approved Equals and Clarifications						10/28/2024

1) 3.1.9	Please accept OEM Ford dual 750 CCA batteries. 
· Approved
2) 3.1.12 Please accept OEM Ford front bumper and a 12 Gauge steel Bumper on the rear.  Energy absorbing bumpers will be listed on the Alternate Items Sheet to include the sonar detection system option.
· Approved
3) 3.1.23 Please accept nongaseous prep engines if agencies do not want propane (Cost Savings).  If agencies want a propane, the chassis will be ordered with the engine option of harden valves. Choose in Alternate Items list option
· Approved- procurement will be amended: Gas Vehicles- Largest available OEM-specified engine. Propane Vehicles have the largest available OEM-specified engine, with gaseous preparation cylinder heads to permit the use of alternative fuel. 
4) 3.1.29 Please accept COSA Flooring see tech specs   I will list ¾ in marine grade flooring as an option credit in the Alternate Items List.
· Approved
5) 3.1.53 Please accept a step well-constructed of Nidacore and Hardwire reinforced fiberglass and is securely fastened to the floor and sidewall substructure. It is deflection tested and permanently resistant to corrosion and deterioration. 
· Approved
6) 3.1.65 Please accept this as an option under Alternate Items. As agencies install a multitude of equipment, this might not be needed or create a location choice conflict with desired equipment. 
· Radio prep was removed from 3.1.65 and is now an option item.
7) 3.1.66 Please accept the already placed red light above the rear door to illuminate the Interior EXIT sign STICKER above the rear door.
· Approved
8) Page 8 Item #1.6 NEGOTIATIONS AND AWARD Does this paragraph mean that there is negotiation after the award
· SDDOT has the option to negotiate any component of any submittal.
9) Page 16 Item #3.1.1	Accessories: options will be the Ford E series and F series, which do not have OEM cameras. Will you accept Aftermarket Rearview Mirror Camera?
·  Approved, will accept rearview mirror camera 
10) Does the 2 sets of keys refer to 4 total Keys?
· Two set of keys for the doors
11) Air Conditioning/Heating/Defrost. 
12) Question one, is will an 80,000 BTU system be accepted with a letter from the manufacturer stating that it will meet the cooling requirements within the region. 
· Approved with manufacturer letter. 
13) Question two, will a 2-fan condenser be accepted if it meets the cooling requirements. 
· Approved, with documentation that it meets the cooling requirements.
14) Do we need to provide a pull-down test?
· No, a pull-down test will not be required.
15) Page 18 Item #3.1.9 Batteries Will you accept a skirt-mounted, fully enclosed vented fiberglass Battery box with a stainless-steel battery tray? This will aid in minimizing dirt and moisture.
· Approved
16) Please clarify Zinc Chromate Caulking. We use MANUS-BOND 75_AM Industrial Grade High Performance Elastomeric Adhesive/Sealant to protect all exterior joints and seams. We can provide technical data if necessary.
· Approve using the manus-Bond 75_AM Industrial Grade High Performance Elastomeric adhesive/sealant.
17) We use a 1” sidewall insulation which consists of Polystyrene foam along with LUAN and FRP which has a total R-value of 6.025. We would request an Approved equal. 
· Approved Equal
18) Page 21 item#3.1.17 Dimensions: We request clarification on overall width. Does the overall width of 96 inches include mirrors?
· Overall width does not include mirrors.
19) Page 21 item #3.1.18 Doors We will spec Romeo Rim energy-absorbing front bumper along with steel rear bumper and rear tow hooks. There is a statement that says It shall not require service or maintenance during the bus’s service life, which is accessible below rear bumper that meets OEM standards. 
· The bumper shouldn’t need maintenance or repair with normal use.
20) Page 21 item #3.1.18	Doors Running boards: Our running boards are manufactured and designed with two supports in addition to the mud flaps. We would like to request an approved equal.
· Approved
21) Page 22 3.1.18	Mobility Lift Door The lift doors glazed window are now a pinch style glazed glass. Request for approval/equal
· Pinch-style glazed glass is approved.
22) Page 30 item #3.1.42	Passenger Assists-Padded Stanchions:  Request for Approval/equal for the drivers Stanchion ours does not attach to the wall, both poles go to the ceiling.
· Approved
23) Page 31 item #3.1.47 Radio and Speakers 2 speakers are located on the front bulkhead and 2 speakers are mounted in the rear next to the a/c unit. Request for Approval/equal
· Approved
24) Page 36 item #3.1.66 Miscellaneous Technical Specifications: The exit door is Aluminum connected to the Van body that is aluminized, not powder coated. Request approval/equal.
· Approved
25) Page 37 item #3.1.66 Interior and exterior EMERGENCY EXIT sign. Can they be lit with an external red light or does it need to be an illuminated sign.
· Approved
26) Page 37 item#3.1.67 Alternate Items Clarification: OEM does not offer power folding mirrors, OEM does not offer a 360-degree camera with split view, OEM does not offer adaptive cruise control.
· The above items were not on the cost proposal- and will be removed from alternate items.
27) Page 39- Delivery of Vehicle Would it be possible to get a list of transit agencies receiving vehicles, contact & delivery addresses?
· Rural transit providers' information is on our website: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/6b7a85552f9e45b886fbb82c03ed18ca/
28) Page 40 Warranty Manufacturer offers 5yr 100,000 mile warranty on Frame rails/cross members. Manufacturer offers 5yr 100,000 mile warranty on Body corrosion/perforation
· Approved
29) Page 16 -3.1.1 The OEM camera is only used on a transit. Please accept our standard back up camera, which is a Rosco backup camera that is viewed through the rear-view mirror.
· Approved
30) Page16 -3.1.4 Please confirm the Trans/Air TA77SC3LP Super 15 Air Conditioning system is acceptable.
· Approved 	
31) Page 18 3.1.9Ford OEM batteries are 750CCA (1500 CCA combined). Please accept the OEM batteries rather than swapping out the OEM batteries.
· Approved
32) Page 19 3.1.10 Please accept standard caulking used (see attached specifications). 
· Approved

33) Page 19 3.1.10 Please accept manufacturer standard 1" thick side walls with 1" thick polystyrene 
              insulation.
· Approved
34) Page 21 3.1.17 Please confirm that the overall vehicle width of 96" does not include OEM mirrors.
· Width is 96” without the mirrors. 

35) Page 21 3.1.18P lease accept manufacturer standard heavy duty driver running board with 16-gauge steel tubes and two support brackets attached to the both the rocker panel and the threaded studs of the OEM cab. (See attached specifications).
· Approved

36) Page 31 3.1.43 Can you confirm if all ADA buses are to have a minimum of ONE (1) Walker Securement System, and that the request for this system under the Alternate Items list (Page 37 -3.1.67) is 
a request for pricing to add additional Walker Securement Systems?
· All ADA buses must come with one walker securement system.

37) Page 30 3.1.43 For the front-to-back positioning of L-Track in the floor, please clarify that you would like FIVE rows of track for each wheelchair position (which includes the extra middle row of 
track as requested). This fifth row of L-Track is listed as an option under section 3.1.67 
#15. 
· L-track will be four rows and the fifth row of L-track flooring is an option.

38) Page 36 3.1.66 Please confirm that the rear emergency door is an option only and that all base vehicles will have a rear emergency window. 
· All buses will have a rear window; rear emergency doors are an option.

39) Page 11 Section 1.8.4 Please allow a vehicle that has undergone Altoona testing but is waiting on the final prepared report.  Altoona report will be made available before delivery of any unit. Altoona testing is being completed, and the final report may not be available by the bid due date.
· Approved
40) Page 16 Section 3.1.1 Accessories: options will be…flasher lights. Please explain "flasher lights".
· Flashing lights are Hazard Lights.
41) Page 16 Section 3.1.1 Accessories: options will be…OEM Camera. Please allow an aftermarket rearview backup camera to display in the rearview mirror.
· Aftermarket rearview backup camera with display in rearview mirror will be allowed.
42) Page 16 Section 3.1.1 Accessories: options will be…storage for each mobility aid restraint and passenger restraint system. Please clarify the "passenger restraint system" and the type of storage sought. Mobility aid restraint is understood.
· There must be a storage bag to store mobility restraints in.
43) Page 17 Section 3.1.4 The rear roof-mounted evaporator shall be wired to not function when the factory windshield defrosts in the driver's compartment is on. Please confirm this request. Air-conditioned air will assist with defogging the cabin.  
· Vehicle rear roof-mounted evaporator shall not affect the defogging of the cabin.
44) Page 17 Section 3.1.4 A chassis OEM, idle controller system shall be installed to maintain battery charging under heavy demand. Please allow Ford OEM fast idle functionality.
· Approved
45) Page 17 Section 3.1.4 A minimum of three fans. Please remove this requirement or change to 2 fans. Air conditioning systems of this size typically have two fans.  A 3-fan condenser will add unnecessary cost.
· Approved to accept a minimum of two fans.
46) Page 18 Section 3.1.8 A rear-view camera with a dashboard monitor that activates when the transmission is placed in reverse. Please allow OEM or aftermarket rearview backup camera with display in rearview mirror. Please allow OEM or aftermarket rearview backup camera with display in rearview mirror.
· OEM or aftermarket rearview backup camera with display in rearview mirror is approved.
47) Page 19, Section 3.1.10 The body structure shall be galvanized steel, zinc chromate coated or composite fiberglass reinforced plastic. Please accept body structure is Anti-Corrosion Powder Coated Steel structure. 
· Approved
48) Page 20, Section 3.1.15 Rear wheel flare assemblies are exempt from the visual free fastener requirement but must be color coordinated with the exterior color. Please allow aluminum or black rubber fenderettes.
· Approved
49) Page 21 Section 3.1.16.15 Each bid package MUST include a detailed diagram of the proposed seating plan to be used. Please confirm a diagram should be provided for each configuration.
· A diagram must be provided with each configuration.
50) Page 24 Section 3.1.29 The raised floor shall be designed and installed to cover the entire floor from the vehicle’s rear to the front of the vehicle with no variance in height, except for the driver’s area. Please allow a raised floor with a step up behind the driver.  This would provide a completely flat floor for the entire passenger area of the vehicle and allows for easier driver movement into the entry area. 
· Approved

51) Page 28 Section 3.1.38 A standard rear vision mirror from the chassis manufacturer… Please accept an aftermarket rearview mirror with reverse monitor display.
· Approved

52) Page 28 & 31 Section 3.1.39 & 3.1.40  Foldaway seating, Please clarify if foldaway seating is applicable to base model layouts or if this specification is for added options. Does base model layout, i.e.. 12+2 need to seat 12 passengers AND 2 wheelchairs (indicating rigid seating) or can foldaways be placed over wheelchair stations to create convertible seating for 12 passengers OR 8 passengers and 2 wheelchairs?
· The base model does not contain foldaway seats. The foldaway is an option for transit agencies to choose.

53) Page 30 Section 3.1.43 …Omni L-Track Anchor System or approved equal that may also be used to mount the ambulatory passenger seats in the floor. Please revise to not include the portion about mounting the ambulatory passenger seats. An agency moving and remounting seats opens themselves up to liability from improperly mounted seats in the case of an accident. 
· This section will be revised to read 4 L tracks. 

54) Page 31 Section 3.1.43 Vendor will supply written or video instructions on the use of the restraint system. Please clarify if this is to be provided with responses or with delivered vehicles.
· The instructions need to be provided at vehicle delivery.  

55) Page 31 Section 3.1.43 the mobility securement system shall include a minimum of one Walker Securement System by Sure-Lok or an approved equal… Please approve a similar unit from Q'Straint.
· Approved

56) Page 32 Section 3.1.50 Foldaway seats shall be provided and are permitted in lieu of fixed seats due to floorplan modifications. Floor plan shall permit ambulatory passengers to be seated when one or both mobility aid users’ positions are not being used. Please clarify if this requirement is for optional customer requested layouts of for the base model buses. 
· Foldaway seats are an option for transit agencies.

57) Page 33 Section 3.1.53 All step risers shall be the same height and no individual risers shall be greater than 10 inches. The top step riser shall be connected to the raised floor installed in the entire bus. Please allow a raised floor with a smaller step up behind the driver.  This would provide a completely flat floor for the entire passenger area of the vehicle and allows for easier driver movement into the entry area. 
· Approved

58) Page 36 3.1.65 Electrical panels shall be Cooper Bussmann, Precision Works Manufacturing or approved equal product. Please approve Intermotive electrical panels. Intermotive is widely used in the shuttle bus industry. 
· Approved
59) Page 37 Section 3.1.67 The proposer must submit detailed customer information and pricing on these alternates. These items do not match exactly with items listed in the "ALTERNATE ITEMS" section of Appendix B.  Would you like these bid on a separate sheet?
· The alternate items and Appendix B have been updated to match.
60) Page 38 Section Please accept manuals and service information available online.
· Approved
61) Page 40 Section 4.5 Please allow a temporary plate from the state the dealer is located in.
· Approved
62) Pages 42-45 Section 5 Please clarify if the proposal checklist should mirror sections 5.1.1-5.1.14 or further explain how the proposal should be organized.
· Section 5 and all sub-sections in 5 are the format for submitting the proposal. The proposal should follow the checklist. Technical Proposal (No. 4): The part of the proposal should contain the information requested in sections 5.1.4- 5.1.13.
63) Page 42 Section 5.1 Please clarify technical proposal requirements.
· Technical Proposal (No. 4): That part of the proposal should contain the information requested in sections 5.1.4- 5.1.13.
64) Page 42 Section 5.1 Please provide instruction for items 4,7,9,10
· 4. Technical Proposal (No. 4): That part of the proposal should contain the information requested in sections 5.1.4- 5.1.13.
· 7. Please have a list of companies that can service the vehicles
· 9. Please provide the required DBE documentation
· 10. Please provide a list of references that you have done business with so we may do reference checks, no price information with the reference information
65) Page 42, Section 5.1 Please clarify Cost Proposal Requirements.
· Cost Proposal must be submitted in a separate sealed envelope.  
66) Page 68-72 Certifications Please clarify if any action is needed on the part of the bidder.
· The recipient must sign pre-award certificates. The proposer needs no action.
67) Page 74 Section Certification Please clarify if any action is needed on part of the bidder. 
· Proposer needs no action.
68) Page 77 Appendix A Please clarify if one form is required for each layout being bid.
· Form must be completed for each bus layout if the dimensions are different.
69) Page 77 Appendix A Please clarify if N/A can be inputted for items irrelevant to cutaway buses. 
· If not relevant to cutaway, please write N/A.
70) [bookmark: _Hlk185258264]Page 79 Appendix A Please remove this requirement or allow N/A.
· This requirement has been removed. 
71) [bookmark: _Hlk182832021]Page 91 3.1.44.7 Please clarify if this a single seat with child restraint or a double seat with (1) child restraint or (2) child restraints.
· It is a double seat with (1) child restraint seat.
72) Page 91 Section 3.44.8 Please clarify if this is a double seat with child restraints and (2) child restraints.
· This is a double seat with (2) child restraint seats.
73) Page 91 3.1.44.9 Please clarify if this is the price for the vinyl on each/every seat or per seat. 
· The price is per seat. 
74) Page 94 Appendix Is the intent that if the Exhibit C does not contain price information it goes in the Technical Proposal and if it does contain price information it goes in the Cost Proposal?  Appendix C is also not listed on Proposal Checklist. 
· Appendix C is to be used for the exceptions, clarifications or deviations you requested. The exception forms should be included in the proposal without price.  
75) The spec still calls out ACT for climate control, and will need an AE for the manf of your choice. Additionally, the requirement that the rear evap automatically goes off when the OEM dash Defrost is applied isn't possible. The OEM HVAC is all run on the CAN network and is not accessible.  Accept Trans Air equivalent.
· Approved

76)  The spec requires a switch for each of the heaters. The use of the Turtle Top HVAC module places both heaters in a singular digital display. Please accept in display for both heaters
· Approved

77)  On Page 19 they require 1.5" of insulation. Will need an AE for 1" as our sidewall is only 1" thick. Please accept 1” insulation.
· Approved
1) 
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