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• What is the Airport Cooperative 
Research Program

• How Can It Help You
• How You Can Participate in ACRP
• Where to Find ACRP Publications
• Bonus: Learn New Acronyms

What You Will Learn Today



• Save Time

• Save Money

• Enhance Quality

• Improve Customer Service 

ACRP – What’s in it for You?



Airports Are Complicated



• Heard of ACRP?

• Used an ACRP Publication?

• Participated on a Panel?

• Served as a Consultant for 
ACRP Project?

Who Has…



Organization

Airport Cooperative Research 
Program (ACRP)

Transportation Research Board (TRB)

National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine (NASEM)



What is ACRP?

• An industry-driven, applied research program that 
develops near-term, practical solutions to airport 
challenges

• Sponsored by FAA, managed by TRB
• $15 million annual funding
• Research is conducted by contractors
• Volunteer panels develop scope, select contractors, 

oversee research, and review results
• The ACRP Oversight Committee reviews, selects, and 

funds projects



ACRP Research Areas

Special Projects



ACRP Annual Research Cycle

Year-round
Research ideas are collected 

and developed in IdeaHub 

March 20th

Deadline for problem statement 
submissions via IdeaHub

April-June
Begin evaluation of 
problem statements

July-August
AOC selects new projects 
from problem statements

July-September
Open solicitation for new 

Synthesis and Legal topics

August-September
Solicit nominations for panel 

volunteers

October
Select new Synthesis and 

Legal topics

October-November
Begin forming project panels and 

Synthesis topic panels

November-December
Begin issuing RFPs for new 

projects

January
Begin synthesis 

meetings

February
Review proposals and select 

research contractors

ACRP Annual Research 
Cycle



ACRP Today

600+ research projects authorized since 2006
• More than 420 ACRP-produced resources are readily available 

to industry practitioners

700+ industry volunteers participating
• Participants come from airports, airlines, consulting firms, 

academia, state and federal government agencies, and industry 
associations



My ACRP Panels



How ACRP Can Help You

• Research Report
• Synthesis Report
• Legal Research Digest
• Research Results Digest
• Impacts on Practice
• Workshops: On-Line and On-Location



Research Topics

Your Key Problems at Your Airport?



Research Topic Examples

# 159 – Pavement Maintenance for General 
Aviation Airport

# 192 – Aircraft Fueling Management Guide 

# 195 – Airport Obstruction Management 
Guidebook

# 206 – Land Use for General Aviation Airports 

# 213 – Establishing Market Rent at Small 
Airports



More Research Projects

# 77 – Business Plan Guidebook for General 
Aviation Airports 

# 176 – Generating Revenue from Commercial 
Development On or Adjacent to Airports

# 173 – PFAS at Airports

# 188 – Climate Risk Management



TMR (Too Much Research)?

“I am always ready 
to learn, although I 
do not always like 
being taught.”

Winston Churchill

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA-NC

http://www.elcajondegrisom.com/2012/07/como-winston-churchill-logro-mantener.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Impacts on Practice Examples

Integrating Airport Research & Decision-making: 
A Case Study

ACRP and Higher Education: Building the          
Next Generation Airport Professionals

Learning to Negotiate Airport / Airline 
Agreements

Finding Solutions to Information Technology 
Issues at Airports



Synthesis Examples

# 83 – Preparing Airports for Communicable 
Diseases on Arriving Flights

# 94 – Attracting Investment at General 
Aviation Airports Through Public-Private 
Partnerships

# 105 – Airport Surface Weather Observation 
options for General Aviation



Legal Research Digest Examples

# 28 – Operational and Legal Issues with               
Fuel Farms

# 32 – Evolving Law on Airport Implications by 
Unmanned Aerial Systems

# 34 – Airport Public Health Preparedness and 
Response: Legal Rights, Powers, and Duties



Report 16: Managing Small Airports

1.Introduction
2.Airport Roles, Classifications & 

Regulations
3.Business Financial & Administrative
4.Operations
5.Asset Management & Planning for 

Development
6.Communication & Promoting the 

Airport
7.Commercial Service



Report 16: Managing Small Airports
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Report 16: Managing Small Airports



Report 16: Managing Small Airports



Report 16: Managing Small Airports



Five Ways to Get Involved

1. Join the 
ACRP IdeaHub 

community

2. Volunteer 
for a project 

panel

3. Prepare a 
research 
proposal

4. Answer an 
ACRP survey

5. Use the 
research 
results



Volunteer Panel – How & Why

• How: 
• Select from Proposed Project List each August
• Self-Nominate (don’t be shy)

• Why: Benefits of Serving on a Panel
• Learn More about an Area of Interest
• Meet New People / Expand Your Network
• Free Trip to Washington DC



Are You Using ACRP Research at Your 
Airport?

Did you use Report 146 to develop a new 
transportation plan?

Or maybe you used Synthesis 57 to plan 
for an unusual influx of air traffic for the 
Super Bowl?

ACRP WANTS TO HEAR 
HOW YOU USE THE 

RESEARCH!



Other Ways to Participate

Visit us online: www.trb.org/ACRP

http://www.trb.org/ACRP


For More Information

www.TRB.org/ACRP

Regular news and updates on… 
• Upcoming and ongoing research projects 
• New publications
• Success stories
• Announcements
• And more! 

http://www.trb.org/ACRP
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